
 
September 9, 2025 

 
Dear Candidate, 

Sustainable Saratoga is a not-for-profit organization that promotes sustainable practices 
and the protection of natural resources through education, advocacy and action, for the 
benefit of current and future generations in Saratoga Springs.  

Prior to the upcoming November election our many supporters are interested in knowing 
your position on sustainability issues in our community. We are requesting your 
responses to the questions below by October 10, 2025. Please email your answers 
back to us (kelsey@sustainablesaratoga.org) in digital form. 

As a 501(c)(3) organization, we do not endorse any particular candidate for an elected 
office. Your responses and those of other candidates will be posted on our website, 
shared to our social media, and emailed to our newsletter subscribers verbatim. We will 
not provide any comments on the responses.   

Thank you in advance for your participation, and please contact me if you have any 
questions.  

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Kelsey Trudell 
Executive Director 
Sustainable Saratoga  



 
1. In the city’s Comprehensive Plan, Saratoga Springs is defined as the “City in the 
Country,” meaning an intensively developed urban core and vibrant downtown 
surrounded by “the Greenbelt,” an outlying area of rural character and natural 
resources, with low-density residential development. Do you support this vision of 
Saratoga Springs or do you think it should change? What are your ideas for  economic 
development that promote smart, sustainable growth for our community?  
 
 
Yes. I believe infill development in the city’s core is preferable to pushing outward, which could 
negatively impact our greenbelt and our vision of the city in the country. 
 
 
2. The Saratoga Springs Hazard Mitigation Plan ranks severe storms, flooding, and 
extreme temperatures as the top hazards for the city. The city's natural "green 
infrastructure," including forests and wetlands, helps protect against flooding, reduces 
urban heat, and absorbs carbon from the atmosphere. What is your plan for keeping the 
city's "green infrastructure" intact and for protecting city residents and our local 
economy from intensifying climate hazards? 
 
 
As the county supervisor, I will work with the city to help preserve and develop green 
infrastructure through committees on trails and open spaces, grants, etc. 
 
 
3. Approximately 40% of the food produced in the U.S. for human consumption is 
wasted, with much of it ending up in landfills and resulting in further environmental 
problems. Should municipal food scraps collection be added to the City’s existing 
composting operations? 
 
 
My office initiated Participatory Budgeting and I am proud to say we funded the first ever food 
scrap composting program at Pitney Meadows with Sustainable Saratoga. We saw over 100 
families and about 4 tonnes of waste from going into landfills. Warren county has started a pilot 
program for food scrap composting with a grant. I am hoping to work on this at the county. 
 
 
 



 
4. The cost of housing in Saratoga Springs continues to rise. In other resort 
communities such as ours, simply building more housing has not reduced housing 
costs. Please discuss your ideas for making Saratoga Springs more affordable.  
 
 
We need more affordable housing, workforce housing, supportive housing and veteran’s 
housing in Saratoga. We’ve green lit quite a few affordable housing programs these past 4 
years. We’re hoping to see a significant number come online in the next few years. We can also 
look at accessory dwelling units as another way to make our city more affordable. 
 
 
5. Sustainable Saratoga and the city of Saratoga Springs have worked hard for years to 
increase the presence of trees in the city—the “urban forest”—which provides 
environmental, social, and economic benefits for Saratoga Springs. This ongoing 
program requires investment in trained professional staff, tree planting, and 
maintenance. How important is funding for the urban forest among other city priorities? 
 
 
DPW funds urban forest programs but Participatory budgeting has also provided funding for 
urban forestry and pollinator gardens, etc. This is an important aspect of our city and something 
I’m hoping to do on a larger scale at the county. 
 
 
6. Please feel free to address your top sustainability priorities for Saratoga Springs or 
any other sustainability topics.  
 
 
Urban forestry, preservation of farms, open spaces, more trails, more bike paths and sidewalks, 
more pollinator gardens, and city wide/ county wide composting of food scraps. 


